LONTANO BLU

SCENES AND TEXT

Elio Gatti

CHARACTERS and situation.

NONNO:
grandfather, widower, 75 years old still leaving alone in his own house. He had four children. Only one daughter is still living near him. The daughter is divorced. Nonno has just been diagnosed with bowls’cancer. Angie, his granddaughter, checks on him on her way back from school. 

ANGELA:
granddaughter, frequenting year 11, public school, 16 year old. Lives with mum and visits dad occasionally. She has a boyfriend Ryan. 

SETTINGS:
Nonno’s loungeroom. Present day. Autumn 2005. Seven meetings anytime between 3pm and 5pm. 

SYNOPSIS OF SCENES

SCENE ONE: The first visit.
Angela visit Nonno for the first time while handling an important conversation on her mobile with her boyfriend Ryan. Ryan wants to end the relationship. Nonno is resisting Angela’s cares. 

NO POEM

SCENE TWO: The Homework.

Nonno has changed is mind about Angela’s visits. He sees an opportunity to break is solitude and play a game of cards. Angela sees an opportunity to complete a school assignment on the topic of migration by interviewing Nonno.

POEM: La campana.

SCENE THREE: The Fairytale.

Nonno is measuring his insuline level. He does not feel very well. After a brief altercation with Angela who brings up the past, he collapses on his armchair. As a way of amending the situation, Nonno tells a fairytale to Angela as he used to do when she was little.

POEM: Il mio nome.

SCENE FOUR: The family

Angela is very agitated. Her boyfriend left her and does not want to speak to her. She tries to communicate with Nonno, but he becomes angry and offended at thought she might have lost her virginity.

POEM: Now listen!

SCENE FIVE: La Nonna

Nonno asks for forgiveness. He also confesses he has death in his belly. Angela asks for forgiveness. She also confesses that she has life in her belly.

POEM: Filastrocca del mondo.

SCENE SIX: The Future

Angela is quite happy. She received an award at school. Nonno asks about her future, her dreams, her hopes. As she talks he understands how different they are from those of his time. He is determined to support her and passes on to her all his possesions.

POEM: My beloved.

SCENE SEVEN: Departure and Arrival

Angela walks in and Nonno is asleep. Like the first scene. She approaches him and caresses him. As she does it she recites the lines of the poem “Il mio nome”.

POEM: Il mio nome.

END OF TEXT

